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Grace Presbyterian Church             July 19, 2020 

Psalm 130; 2 Corinthians 5: 11-14;  

Revelation 12: 10-12; Esther 4                   

“For Such a Time as This…Part 2” 

Pastor Jonathan 

 

Ecclesiastes is a great book to read in the Bible. It can be misquoted: such as 

10:19 “money is the answer for everything…” But it can also bring much 

needed perspective from the preacher, possibly Solomon, the wisest man in 

history. Consider Ecclesiastes 7: 2ff: 

 

It is better to go to a house of mourning than to a house of feasting for death 

is the destiny of everyone; the living should take this to heart….The heart of 

the wise is in the house of mourning but the heart of fools is in the house of 

pleasure… 

 

Now Jonathan, you do remember you are supposed to be preaching on 

Esther, right?  Yes, but just hold on a minute, and we will get there. 

Processing shock and grieving loss are perhaps the most important 

developmental tasks we have as human beings.  Loss (and shock) occur 

normally across our human experience. We come into this world through our 

mothers. To be born, we lose that relatively peaceful state, for the shock of 

this world and we cry. We grow through stages of childhood and 

adolescence. We begin to note that there are losses along the way: friends, 

moves, the way things used to be, pets. And as we grow older through 

adulthood, we lose our friends and family members. Our parents usually die 

before we do. We have to say goodbye to them. And eventually, through all 

this, with Jesus right beside us, we get to process our own mortality, our 

own deaths. One hundred percent guaranteed death, a loss like no other. And 

yet through Jesus, we believe we will be changed into a new resurrection 

body, perhaps something not too dissimilar to another birth, painful, unlike 

anything else we have ever gone through. Paul actually uses the picture of a 

seed being planted in the ground. Now you gardeners know that a seed does 

not look like what comes from it. It totally transforms into something new. 

Thus a little 1/16th of an inch brown crown becomes a beautiful red rooted 

green leaved Christmasy thing called a “beet.” So we will become brand 

new. It will be like waking up from a dream. Just make sure you have given 

yourself to Jesus, depending on Him to forgive your sins, and have a place 

with Him forever, starting right now, today! 
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Facing our death, and what we have gone through in this life is a big part of 

maturing in our faith and trust in God. We go through it with others. Then 

our turn comes. 

 

Esther was facing her turn. At first, she didn’t even know that a death 

warrant had been signed by her husband, actually Haman using her 

husband’s signet ring, insuring she and all the Jewish people would be 

annihilated, destroyed, killed.  She just saw her cousin, who had raised her, 

in sackcloth and ashes. She didn’t know why he was distraught and full of 

sorrow. She didn’t know why he wouldn’t accept new clothes from her 

hands, through her messengers. So she sent more messengers to ask why he 

was doing what he was doing: sackcloth and ashes and fasting.  Notice the 

text does not even include the word “prayer” which normally accompanies 

fasting, in a Jewish context. 

 

Mordecai pleads with his cousin Esther. Please talk to your husband. Ask 

your husband for your people’s lives. Beg for mercy. Please. 

 

And maybe Esther wants to say, “yes” to her former guardian’s request. But 

here’s the thing: no one gets to see the king, without being summoned first, 

and if you simply appear in his presence, you are immediately executed, 

unless the king extends his golden scepter to you. And we must not come 

into the King’s presence by taking our own lives, lest He choose to not 

extend the golden scepter to us, in our days. But back to Esther: Esther is 

facing her death, and as a young woman, she does not want to die. She is 

like us, full of resolve to live. This is good, but perhaps not as courageous as 

we thought her to be. 

 

But then Mordecai reflects further on her situation. “Don’t think that just 

because you live in the royal palace, that this edict does not apply to you.” 

You and your family will die. But God will lift up someone else to redeem 

or rescue His people. This was Mordecai’s moment of both reminding 

Esther that she would die if she didn’t speak up, and she might die, if she 

just appears before the king. She dies either way. The question is whether 

she wants to try to save her people or not. Mordecai’s moment reminds me 

of the Psalm 130 passage that has the Psalmist singing about putting your 

hope in the Lord, in the Lord’s love, and that He will redeem Israel from all 

their sins.” (130:7-8) 
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After hearing the good words of the one who raised her, Esther finds the 

faith and the courage to make the right decision, the decision that may cost 

her her life. And the famous quote is, “If I perish, I perish.” (4: 16) She also 

asks for prayer, or rather, fasting on her behalf from Mordecai and those he 

knows. The question to us is whether we would risk our lives for our faith. 

How committed are you to the Lord? Make sure you ask everyone you know 

to pray for you when you are facing a life and death situation, and in many 

other situations. Ask for prayer. We will do our best to talk to the Lord with 

you. Don’t face your loss alone. 

 

The story is told and I have told this story before, and may tell it again. It is 

a story from the days of the USSR (now Russia). It could be happening right 

now somewhere in the world where it is illegal to worship in a Christian 

way, where believers must find a house or a secret place to worship on a 

Sunday, not out in the open like we do, when we are in our church buildings 

here in the Western world. A member of the secret police, the KGB, breaks 

into a worship meeting with nearly a hundred believers in a smaller room. 

The agent is carrying an automatic weapon. He looks at everyone in the 

room as the room becomes quiet. I am here, he says, to wipe out everyone 

who has come to worship a so-called God. But I am not without mercy. 

Anyone who does not want to die for their faith can leave the room right 

now. More than half the room leaves. I will say it one last time, the secret 

police officer declares. Leave the room if you want to save your life and not 

lose it for your so-called faith. The rest of you can line up against that wall. 

Do it now! 

 

And you may know how the story ends. More people leave. The officer 

takes off his cap, lays down his weapon. Speaks quietly to those who 

remain. He says, “I had to be sure that only those who were willing to give 

up their lives for their Lord were the ones I would worship with…”  

 

We are blessed to be in a country that allows us to preach the Gospel freely. 

With the new anti-Conversion laws in Canada coming into place, we will see 

if that continues. These laws are supposedly only about trying to change 

sexual orientation, but also apply to those who pray with and counsel those 

who want to change in a Scriptural direction. Will pastors be put in jail and 

fined? We shall see. 

 

We all must weigh again what we are willing to risk to follow Jesus in these 

days. Perhaps we were given these days of Covid to share with our 
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neighbors and with those we don’t regularly speak. Perhaps we are given 

opportunities in these days that we would normally never have. Will you 

risk, will I risk sharing our stories of how we met Jesus, how God 

continually looks after us, even in these days? 

 

God gave Esther a choice. She didn’t have to share with her husband. She 

didn’t have to figure out a way to save her people. But with Mordecai’s 

motivation and logic, she did. With the Holy Spirit’s help, she found the 

courage she needed to carry out her mission in such a time as this. What 

about you? Do you want to respond with, “Yes, Lord, send me!”? Or would 

you prefer God sent your brother or friend or anyone else to do your 

mission? (Just like Moses said directly to God…Exodus 4:13) Do you know 

what your mission is from God? 

 

You know if you are a Christian, that you are encouraged to be an 

ambassador of Christ, willing to share about Jesus, since He gave His life for 

you, you are called to give your life to Him. To speak for Him. 2 Corinthians 

5 tells us Jesus died for us, that “those who live should no longer live for 

themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again…” (5:14) 

God has given us a ministry of reconciliation whereby we can tell others that 

Jesus wants to be in relationship with many across the face of the planet. He 

has committed to us his “message of reconciliation.” Jesus has taken the 

penalty of sin on Himself, so that we can have relationship with God. So 

others can know the blessing of a personal relationship with God because of 

Jesus. So we can invite others to know God, His blessing, His life and His 

love. But it does mean we have to die to our own comfort zones, that keeps 

our mouths shut. And yes, it is risky to share your faith, to say why you trust 

God through Jesus Christ in these days. But it is the best risk you will ever 

take. 

 

Some of us feel we are unworthy to share. Our lives are not perfect, in fact, 

our lives are broken in many ways. Why would anyone want to listen to me? 

In this case, I quickly included a few verses from Revelation, which is more 

of a discipleship (following Jesus) text book, than it is a book about 

predicting the end times. There we find that believers: 

 Overcame him (the devil) by the blood of the Lamb 

 And by the word of their testimony; 

 They did not love their lives so much  

 As to shrink from death. 
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This just means they were willing to risk their lives for the Good News 

about Jesus Christ. In Roman times, some of the Caesars would simply kill 

and torture Christians for entertainment and in the arena and on the streets, 

they would be tarred and lit for street lights, burned to death. 

 

Those days aren’t our days. But that is not to say those days will never come 

back. Look out! Face your death, and the meaning of your life as you can 

calmly do so, before any persecution comes your way. Take Esther’s 

example, and talk to other trusted family members or Christian friends about 

your decision to follow Jesus, no matter what. Scripture is clear that there 

may not be many or any who encourage you in your faith. There may be 

many who discourage you in numerous ways from following Jesus. But that 

is normal in the long run of history. Meanwhile, keep following Him, 

trusting Him, believing Him, and giving yourself to Him. He will show you 

the way through His Holy Spirit in every relationship, even the most difficult 

ones. 

 

Trust Him in such a time as this. 

Let us pray. 

 
 


